
Town Hall 
Meeting 
Review

There were about 
70 people who attended our 
town hall meeting in early March. Over 
the next few newsletters, we will pro-
vide information on what was shared at 
that Town Hall. Below is some of what 
the Building Committee shared. 

The Process:
1. The mandate of the building com-

mittee was to find an appropriate site 
to build a school on. The mandate has 
changed; the current task is to design & 
construct a school.

2. The building committee members 
are Mike Braacx, Craig Shishido, Val 
Varga, Anne Ferguson, Paul Tigchelaar 
& Mike Davey

3. Architect selection: we have selected 
seven firms to provide us with proposals. 
All proposals will be submitted to the 
committee by March 16.

4. Engage a Project Manager as our 
onsite representative whose duties will 
include developing and managing the 
project schedule, hiring required con-
sultants, and managing the sub trades, 
quality & project costs.

5. Build an excellent School 
The Project:
1. The site:
• Located at 260 , 12th Street and 3rd 

Avenue in New Westminster. Lot size is 
0.86 of an acre, approximately 250 feet 
x 150 feet.

• The existing building on the site is 
approximately 60 years old and 15,000 
square feet.

2. Building:
• Proposed new school would be 

37,500 square feet with three stories and  
an underground parkade.

• Accommodate approximately 360 stu-
dents in 21 education rooms

• 60’ x 100’ gymnasium with stage that 
doubles as a church sanctuary for Sunday 
services.

• Possibly 10,000 sq foot of usable 
green roof area. 

Feasibility Study
 Following up from our Town Hall 

meeting that took place on Monday, 
March 2, the next step in our proposed 
middle/high school building project is to 
complete a community Feasibility Study. 
The first phase of this will be happening 
in the first two weeks of April.

Before the JKCS Board enters into 
a Capital Campaign to raise funds for 
the project, we have selected a variety 
of stakeholder groups (such as current 
and past board & committee members, 
staff members, parents, alumni parents, 
grandparents and society members) that 
we have requested the Society of Chris-
tian Schools in BC (SCSBC) interview 
for us.  

SCSBC is the umbrella Christian school 
service organization that JKCS has been 
a part of since its inception in British 
Columbia some 40 years ago.  SCSBC 

employs staff and consultants that are 
trained in development and fundraising 
within our Christian School communities 
throughout British Columba.  Therefore, 
the JKCS Board has invited SCSBC to 
assist them in determining the willing-
ness and ability of our school community 
to contribute to a capital campaign to 
meet the financial needs of the building 
project. In total, we are hoping that they 
will conduct personal interviews among 
a cross-section of 35-40 people within 
the JKCS /Carver community.   

These interviews will be conducted 
by 2 members of the 
Society of Christian 
Schools in BC staff 
team.  All interviews 
are completely confi-
dential and information gathered from 
these interviews will form the basis of 
their confidential report to the Board.   
All interview responses will be collated 
and summarized and then the general 
findings will be presented to the JKCS 
Board and Capital Campaign Committee 
with no specific names attached.

Interviews typically take 45 minutes 
and will be conducted in an office at 
JKCS. If your family is called upon to 
participate, please say yes! 

A larger Feasibility Study will take place 
later in April. All members of the JKCS 
community will be invited to attend a 
round table discussion to share their 
thoughts on this project.

Thank you to all of those who attended the 
last Town Hall meeting. For updated infor-
mation, please watch the newsletter and the 
freestanding bulletin board in the lobby.
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Preparing students for a life of transformation and service through excellent Christ-centred education.

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will 
last.  Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”   John 15:16

Reminder: No School Spring Break - March 16-27  
First Day Back - Monday, March 30.

No School Good Friday, April 3
No School Easter Monday, April 6
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Important News and Reminders
Hot Lunch Program

2014 - 2015
HOT LUNCH PROGRAM - Next Lunch is 
Friday, Wednesday, April 22 - Green Day, 
no garbage!
Order due date is Wednesday, April 15. 
Remember to order the Hot Lunches. The ACCESS 
CODE is: JKHL
Other Hot Lunch Dates:
Friday, May 22 - Rainbow Week, Monday 
wear red or pink, Tuesday wear orange or yellow, 
Wednesday wear green, Thursday wear blue or 
purple and Friday wear black or white. (food - 
rainbow pasta, sushi)
Order due date is Friday, May 15. 
Tuesday, June 16 - Things on Your Head day 
(food - fajitas, burritos, quesidilla)
Order due date is Tuesday, June 9. 

Cobs Bread 
Fundraiser!

If you shop at Cobs Bread at 
Lougheed Mall, please mention 
John Knox Christian School 
when you purchase your prod-
ucts!  5% of  the price of items 
you purchased will be donated 
back to the school

Wet Books! Reminder!

 We have lost quite a few library 
books recently due to leaking 
water/juice bottles.  All library 
books must now be carried in a plas-

tic bag.  Please provide a plastic bag for your child’s 
backpack and help us solve this costly problem.

Mark your Calendars!

Grandparents’ and Grand-
friends’ Day is Friday, 

April 24, at 10am.
If your child’s grand-
parents have never 
attended our Grand-
parents’ Day, please 
encourage them to 
attend! We want to 
honour these important 

and influential people in our student’s lives. When 
they arrive in the morning they will be brought to 
a table by Grade 7 students, served coffee, tea, and 
a variety of goodies, and will listen to each grade 
in the school perform a musical piece. After the 
performances, grandparents will have the chance 
to informally visit the classrooms of their grand-
children, or have a tour of the school.

If your children do not have grandparents, or if 
they live too far away to attend, consider inviting 
another special person in their life – perhaps a 
senior from church, or another family member like 
an aunt or uncle.
Invitations will be sent home after Spring Break. 
This day is one of the highlights of our year – please 
mark your calendar now!

A Technicolour Promise 
The Grades 3 and 
4 students have 
already been prac-
tising for their 
Musical - “A Tech-
nicolour Promise” 
taking place Tues-
day, May 5, through 

Thursday, May 7! There will be matinee perfor-
mances on Tuesday and Wednesday at 2:00 PM and 
an evening performance on Thursday, May 7, at 
7:00 PM. Be sure to mark your calendar to attend 
on one of the dates! If you can assist us construc-
tion of sets, please contact Mr. Jonathan Caramay in  
his classroom or by email jcaramay@johnknoxbc.
org.

The following is a summary of the February 23, 
2015 Board Meeting

Finance Committee - review of the finance 
committee meeting minutes from January. Long 
Jump Pit and new Sound System for Gym have 
been approved and we will begin purchasing pro-
cess soon.

Building Committee - a new committee has 
been formed to look into developing the building 
site at Calvary. A request for Proposals has been 
sent to 7 architects and the Building Committee 
members look forward to reviewing their propos-
als in the next several months. A new independent 
appraisal will be done on the property to deter-
mine land value.  

Review of the Administrative Report - the 
Living Color Auction raised $14,000.00 for the 
school. It was noted from parents that the Auc-
tion was a “high class” event.  Thank you to Flora 
Cheung and Arusha Vegt who did an amazing job 
bringing it all together.

Discussion regarding a Feasibility Study to  
gauge support for a 2 - 3 million dollar capital 
campaign, is being done at the beginning of April.

Uniform Survey - the results of the survey 
revealed that there is some indication of support 
for uniforms and we will continue to explore this 
matter with ongoing input from our community.

It is that time of the year -  the Board is 
looking for new Board members for the 
2015-2016 school year. If you are interested in 
serving on the Board, or know of someone who 
may be qualified to serve, please let the school 
office know.

Volunteers Needed for Clothing Sale!
Please click on link! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C094DA8AB2FA4FC1-jkcs
 

Clothing Sale

100% of proceeds go towards new outdoor play equipment 
(balls, skipping ropes, etc) for John Knox Christian School

We are looking for donations of
CLEAN, GENTLY USED clothing

(also jackets, shoes, purses, belts, etc)
Items can be dropped off outside the main school doors in 
plastic bags please …look for the sign!

Important Dates
Drop off dates: April 7th – 11th

Sorting/prep of sale: April 10th 3pm
Sale: Sat April 11th 8am-noon

Saturday April 11th, 2015

• Great way to clear out those closets!
• Recycle your old and even find some new!
• Amazing way to support your school   

community and neighbourhood! 
• Spread the word! Ask friends/family to   

donate and/or come to the sale!  
We need volunteers! If you would like to help 
please contact:

Laura Kaluma 778-892-1825
Theresa Herfst     604-655-5261

Arusha Vegt avegt@johnknoxbc.org
Or http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DA8AB2FA4FC1-jkcs

Saturday April 11th, 2015

Clothing Sale
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(also jackets, shoes, purses, belts, etc)
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Congratulations to the Grade 6/7 Boys who won first place in Both their 
Hockey tournaments!

Vancouver CAnucks Mascot - Fin - visits John Knox! 



Mandarin Classes @ John Knox Starts Again After Spring Break! 
中文课程即将开始 

Children will learn to comprehend, speak, read, and write in Chinese through a fun learning module that 
includes music, stories, poetry rhymes, audio-visual aids, and so much more!  
通过生动活泼的教学方式，让您的孩子自热而然地爱上中文。课程内容包括歌曲，故事，童谣，视听教

材等等。 

Beginner’s Class: instructions given in a combination of English and Chinese. 
Wednesdays, April 1 – June 17 (12 weeks)  
3:10 – 4:10pm in Room 102. 
初级班每周三下午（四月 1 日至六月 17 日） 

Intermediate Class: instructions given in Chinese. 
Thursdays, April 2 – June 18 (12 weeks) 
3:10 – 4:10pm in Room 106 
中级班每周四下午（四月 2 日至六月 18 日） 

Sign up at the office today to reserve your spot!  
Registration closes on March 30 and is on a first-come first-served basis. 
Fee: $150, in cash or cheque, due at the time of registration.  
Please make cheque payable to Gloria Chen. 
请在三月 30 日前到办公室报名。12 堂课学费共$150。收费方式：现金或支票，支票抬头 Gloria Chen. 

About the instructor: Gloria Chen 教师简历 
Gloria graduated from SFU with a BA in Linguistics and TESL Certificate. She is fluent in Mandarin and 
received her Chinese language education both in Taiwan and Mainland China. For years she has worked with 
students in grades 1 through 12.  
陈老师是沙菲大学语言学学士，持有 ESL教师证书。她在海峡两岸都接受过中文教育，因而熟悉繁体

和简体系统。针对 1 到 12 年级的学生，她有多年的教学经验。 

Mandarin Classes @ John Knox ||  Registration Form 

  Beginner’s Class 初级班    Intermediate Class 中级班 

Student’s Name: 学生姓名 
 
 

Age & Grade: 年龄与年级 

Language spoken at home: 家中常用语言 
 
 
Parent’s Name: 家长姓名 
 
 

Phone #: 电话 

Email: 电子邮件 
 
Anything you’d like the instructor to know: 备注 
 
 

Instructor: Gloria Chen   任课老师：陈老师 ||  glo.chen@gmail.com ||  778-846-2718 
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March
13 Friday

Jersey/Sports Day Hot Lunch - Hotdogs, Burgers 
or Chili
Report Cards go home

Mar 16 - Mar. 27 Spring Break - No School

30 Monday First Day back at School after Spring Break
NO CHAPEL

April 
02 Thursday Easter Chapel 8:45 AM

03 Friday Good Friday - No School

06 Monday Easter Monday - No School

09 Thursday Grade 2 to Vancouver Aquarium

10 Friday Grade 5 to Victoria 

14 Tuesday Class Photo Day

16 Thursday Gr. 6 & 7 Badminton Tournament

22 Wednesday Green Day - No Garbage Week Hot Lunch Chicken 
Strips and Salad

24 Friday Grandparents’ Day

29 Wednesday 19,200 Relay Race for Grades 4-7 in Abbotsford

May
01 Friday Gloria Concert & Gallery in the Carver Gym!

5-7 Tues. - Thurs. Grades 3 & 4 Musical

06 Wednesday Kindergarten Day for K students starting 
September, 2015.  NO SCHOOL for K students 
currently attending K. 

07 Friday All Students in Grades 4-7 Track Meet at Mercer 
Stadium

18 Monday Victoria Day - No School

21 Wednesday KT students to Lynn Canyon

21 Thursday Grade 6/7 Spring Concert 7:00 PM

Teens, Technology, Trees
Parents on tours of Carver often ask students’ use of phones and inter-

net use. Our policy is this: “Cell phones 
and electronic devises many not be seen, 
used or turned on while in the school 
building.” The exceptions to this are, of 
course, when permission is granted by 
a staff member or in the context of our 
emerging “Bring Your Own Device” pro-
gram in Grade 10 Social Studies. 

Our goal is not to frustrate students but to make the best use of their 
time during school hours for learning, creating, thinking and face-to-face 
socializing. Furthermore, we want our student to engage with all their 
senses in their environment, indoors and out. Tuesday’s Vancouver Sun 
had a thought provoking interview of paleontologist, Scott Sampson. This 
is relevant to our topic because children of all ages, most especially teen-
agers, are spending inordinate amounts of time looking at screens. Scott 
states that “...we are completely disconnected from the nature world and 
...that is the core of the sustainability crisis.”

The Genesis mandate to humanity continues to be relevant: “The Lord 
God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it.” No one takes care of that which they do not value. So, this 
Spring Break, let us encourage you to limit screen time for the sake of 
enabling time under an open sky, immersed in Gods creation.

Paul P. Tigchelaar,Principal

Parents, mark your calendars! 
Plan to join us at Carver for our special 10-year cel-
ebration and Gloria and Gallery 2015 event on 
Friday, May 1st. Details to follow after Spring Break!

REPORT CARDS GO HOME FRIDAY! If you plan to 
register your child in summer programs, please make note of the PEN (Personal 
Education Number) of your child found on the report card. 

Some of you have been asking J

First Day of School:  Tuesday Sept. 8
Spring Break 2016:   March 14-25

Art Show
 We are excited to announce an in-house art exhibition, show-casing the art work 
of our very own JKCS after school art class.
The Exhibit’s Theme:  Tip me over Pour me out
The Venue: Lobby, John Knox
The Presenters: After School Art Classes Students:   Aidan C., Annabelle C., 
Brendan S., Celina L., Christopher Y., Daniel Z., Elvin N., Ethan W., Emily G., 
Encoh C., Gabriel L., Godwin L., Hongzip K., John L., Kaitlyn W., Jonathan C., 
Joseph C.,  Joy H.,  Lauretta F., Lawrence T.,  Logan C.,  Logan U.,  Mary-Jane 
D.,  Matthias C., Natasha L., Nathaniel C., 
Nicole L., Odelia L., Oliver N., Oswald 
C., Praise F., Rena L., Samuel T., Serena 
T., Shanice Y., Sophia V., Sophie L., Sum-
mer U.,  Sydney C., Tudor S.,Please make 
a point of stopping in at the school to take 
in this show.


