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Educating 
God’s
Children

“Not to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within 
us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

Dear Students, Parents, Grandparents, 
and Community,

It is hard to believe that we have been 
back into the swing of school for 2 
weeks! We were delighted with the turn 
out at the Intermediate School meeting 
this past Monday evening and look for-
ward to a productive partnership with 
you, one that ensures a positive school 
experience for each of your children. 

One of our goals is to instil in your chil-
dren a deep respect for God the creator. 
We have noticed some of our students 
flippantly tossing God’s name around by 
using expressions like “OMG”. This is 
painful to our ears. Please help us teach 
your children to be sensitive to how they 
use God’s name in their conversations. 
Jesus reminds us in scripture that we are 
to, “Love the Lord your God with all our 
heart, all our soul, and all our mind.” 
Matthew 22:37. 

Pray that our interactions with one 
another are a reflection of a deep respect 
for our Heavenly Father and for each 
other. 

Anne Ferguson, Principal

IMPORTANT DATES!
TONIGHT! Thursday, September 
11 - Strategic Planning meeting
All parents interested in helping to shape 
the next 5 years of JKCS are invited to 
this first meeting of the Strategic Plan-
ning committee. At this first meeting 
we will review our current strategic 
plan and divide into sub-committees. 
For more information, or for a copy of 
our current strategic plan, please con-
tact Arusha in the Development office 
at development@johnknoxbc.org, or 
604.522.1410. 
7:30pm in the Art and Science 
room

Individual School Photo Day 
Tuesday, September 16

Next Week Thursday, September 18 
- New Parent Orientation
New JKCS parents are asked to attend 
this important informational meeting; 
7pm in the Art and Science room

Thursday, September 25th - Back 
to School BBQ
All students, parents and staff are invited 
to JKCS’s Annual Welcome Back to 

School BBQ. Ticket order forms will be 
sent home this week. 
5:30 - 8pm at JKCS

Thursday, September 25 - Meet the 
Teacher 4:45 -5:30pm
Just before the BBQ you are invited to 
visit the classrooms of your children. 
Teachers will be available to show you 
around their classroom and to infor-
mally chat about what students will be 
covering this year. 

Staff Barbeque Lunch
Staff were treated by Cook, Joel, also 
known as Director of Technology, to 
barbequed burgers for our first back-to-
work-day lunch. It was a wonderful way 
for staff to start the new year. 

               JKCS Back to School BBQ!   
                  Thursday, September 25, 5:30 pm! 

                 Ticket Order Forms will be sent home this 
                     week! Don’t delay getting your tickets,  
            last year there were over 800 people attending!

A volunteer and ticket order form will be sent home today  
with your youngest child, but if you would like to volunteer to help with 

the BBQ online, please sign up here:

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094da8ab2fa4fc1-back



Office Procedures Reminder

Students are expected to be at school on time 
every day. Please note the different start and end 
times for different grades:

Grade K-4: The bell rings at 8:35 am.  
Classes begin at 8:40 am and end at 3:00 
pm.

Grade 5-7: The bell rings at 8:25 am.  
Classes begin at 8:30 am and end at 2:50 
pm.

Punctuality and regular attendance are extremely 
important. We ask all families to make sure their 
child(ren) are in their classes on time; tardiness 
often disrupts the flow of morning routines in 
the classroom. In the event of repeated tardiness, 
families will be contacted in order to determine a 
satisfactory solution to the problem.

Parents are encouraged to arrange medical, 
dental, and other appointments outside of school 
hours. If for some reason a student must leave dur-
ing the school day, a note must be provided to 
the teacher, or the office must be contacted from 
home. It is essential that a student sign out at the 
office when he/she leaves, and signs in when he/
she returns.

The School Newsletter  
(“The Times”)

Over the summer and in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Education, we have changed our stu-
dent data system from BCeSIS to MyEdBC. Staff 
have been working diligently to learn this new sys-
tem, which is not without some glitches as any 
new software system might be. Through this new 
student data system, we can send emails directly to 
parents. We are just learning how that works and it 
may be that you receive duplicate emails. This may 
be annoying and we hope you will bare with us as 
together we adjust to the new system. THANK  
YOU for your patience!

“The Times” newsletter is one of the primary 
means of school communication to parents and 
will continue to be sent out on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of each month. It is vitally impor-
tant that you read the newsletter when issued. 
To conserve paper and remain environmentally 
responsible, we send the newsletter via email. For 
the month of September only, we will also send 
hard copies home with the youngest child of your 
family. If you receive a hard copy of the newsletter 

but did not receive an emailed version, please con-
tact the office as soon as possible with your email 
address.

 All submissions for the newsletter must be 
received by Anne Ferguson no later than 3:00 pm 
on the Tuesday before the newsletter is sent out. No 
exceptions! Please remember to CHECK THE WEB-
SITE (www.johnknoxbc.org) for news and updates. 
The newsletter will be posted there as well.

PE Uniform
All students in Grades 4-7 are required to have a 

John Knox uniform for all PE classes. The uniform 
includes a red John Knox T-shirt, solid black shorts, 
and good indoor/outdoor running shoes with solid 
support. PE shirts are available at the office for a 
cost of $12.00 each. Please obtain your own black 
shorts and running shoes. 

School Telephone Directory
Our office staff is working on a new school direc-

tory for the 2014-2015 school year. This directory 
provides parents with a quick and easy way of con-
tacting each other. This directory is not to be 
used for commercial purposes. If you do not 
wish your name, or your child(ren)’s name(s), to 
be included in the directory, please contact May or 
Gloria in the office to let them know. Thank you!

Volunteer Forms
Thank you! Many Volunteer Forms have been 

returned! For those of you who have not returned 
your form, it’s not too late! Please drop the forms 
off at the office.

 
Calling All Talented 

Seamstresses
Is there a parent who would like the challenge 

of making a piano cover for the new piano on 
the stage? Funds available for appropriate mate-
rial. Let Ingrid Verseveldt know at iverseveldt@
johnknoxbc.org.    Thank you!!

Staff and Classroom  
setup for the school year

Some of you may have noticed we did not include  
the following staff in our list two weeks ago!  

Ms. Vivian Lew - French - Grades 4-7
Mrs. Shrimer - Music - Grades 2-7
Mrs. Verseveldt - Music - Grades K-1 

We apologize for this oversight! 

Worm House!
On September 10, both grade three classes helped 
to create a worm house and will now be compost-
ing their own food scraps into rich soil!  We learned 

so many facts about worms 
from Michelle, our guest from City Farmer.  Did 
you know that worms have five hearts? Did you 
know that worms give off a yellow slime when 
threatened because birds don’t like the taste?  

Each grade three class is the proud caretaker of 
about 500 worms!! Feel free to ask a grade three 
‘worm specialist’ to introduce you to our worms.

Community Announcements

Art Show @ Trout Lake
ACTStudio Students’ Art Show 2013
Title: Step by Step
Date: Sept 12 – Sept 27,  2014
Venue: Trout Lake Community Centre
Mr. Alex Lam ‘s students including the students of 

JKCS will have a showing of their art at the Trout 
Lake Community Centre during the month of Sep-
tember. The Title of the showing is “Step by Step”. 
The Trout Lake Community Centre is located at: 
3360 Victoria Drive Vancouver

GEMS Girls Club 
Where: New West Chris-

tian Reformed Church (right 
across the street)

When: Thursday, Sep-
tember 18th, 7pm- 8.30pm 
(every second Thursday)

Who: All girls from grade 
3-7 are invited

Why: GEMS offers you a safe and great place to 
learn and grow as:

         you discover who God created you to be. 
         Fun, Friendship, Serving, Learning new 

things and Much More. 
Gems is all about Belonging, Faith, and lots of 

fun.
How to register or find out more about 

GEMS:  -Registration Form on our church’s web-
site: www.nwcrc.ca 

-or just come to our First Club Night on  
September 18th or 

Contact Harriet Busch (778) 322 4125 or Fera at 
the office (604) 521 0111 for more information.
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The Union Gospel Mission  
Needs Your Help!

Can you believe it! It is almost Thanksgiving! That 
means that it is time for our first food drive for the 
Union Gospel Mission! Monday, Oct 13th they 
will have their Thanksgiving turkey dinner and they 
need our help to make that possible.

Each classroom will have a box set up to collect 
the non- perishable food donations brought by the 
children.  Perishable items may be brought to the 
office, and the office staff will see that the items 
get to a fridge or freezer.  Monetary donations are 
always more than welcome.  Please write cheques 
out to The  New Westminster U.G.M.

Please be sure that the food donations have good 
nutritional value, are not past their due dates, and 
that the packaging is intact.

Among the items needed are: turkeys, hams, fro-
zen vegetables, canned fruits and vegetables, pies, 
coffee, tea, juice, sugar, powdered creamer, canned 
fish, soups, pasta, rice, paper plates, cups, plastic 
cutlery, and serviettes.

Every year we feel very privileged to support the 
UGM in their outreach. This Ministry looks after 
not only the physical but also the spiritual well-
being of those less fortunate.  

Thanks you so much for supporting this worthy 
cause! Our drive will run until the end of the day 
on Friday, Oct. 3.

Our second drive will be held in December 
before Christmas, and our last drive will take place 
just before Easter.

Art Show
 We are excited to announce an in-house art exhi-

bition, show casing the art work of our very own 
JKCS after school art class.

The Exhibit’s Theme:  Artist Transformation 
–Georgia O’ Keeffe: Fabulous Flower
Marks Making: Landscape

The Venue: Lobby, John Knox
The Presenters: After School Art Classes  

Students: Aidan C., Anderson L., Annabelle C.,  
Brendan S., Celina L., Christopher Y., Elvin N., 
Ethan W., Evan C.,  Garrett J., Godwin L., Hon-
gzip K., John L., Jonathan C., Joseph C.,  Joshua 
H., Joy H.,  Karina K., Lawrence T., Logan C;, 
Mary-Jane D.,  Matthias C., Odelia L., Noah J., 
Oliver N., Praise F., Rena L., Samuel T., Stephanie 
H., Sophie L., Summer U.,  Tudor S.

Please make a point of stopping in at the school 
to take in this show.

Kindly note the Art Classes have full enrolment 
for the Fall Classes. 

Chess anyone?
If you are interested in practicing your chess skills 

with a few friends, or learning the game of chess, 
come out to the John Knox Chess Club! We will 
play and learn together in a casual atmosphere, 
while new strategies will be taught (or learnt) 
each class. Club will be between 3:15-4:15, once 
a month on Thursdays, starting in September. You 
are welcome to bring your own chess set, other-
wise some will be provided. Maximum 20 partici-
pants. Cost is $5.00 to cover supplies. If you are a 
parent and interested in helping out, kindly let us 
know. Please email Anne Boyle or Pansy Hwang at 
chess@johnknoxbc.org to register. We look for-
ward to seeing you there!

 Small group SOI lessons with 
Mrs. Stelzer

“A Theory of the functions and products of human 
intelligence”.

This is a private after-school program being 
offered to students whose parents would like 
their child to benefit from the training of SOI and 
who do not want their child in SOI during school 
hours.  This is an enrichment program for students 
in grades 4 to 7. Space is limited so a deposit is 
required upon registration. Please contact Mrs. 
Stelzer to obtain a registration form or email your 
questions to mstelzer@johnknoxbc.org.

Our program runs for the duration of the school 
year, and students generally participate for the 
entire year. We begin the 3rd week of September 
and go till the 3rd week of June.  We do not meet 
over holidays or when the school is closed.  

Each student is formally assessed with three 
assessments prior to the commencement of their 
program. More information will be available in 
September.

 The SOI After-School Program will take place 
on Thursday afternoons from 3:00 - 4:30 pm. If 
you are interested in joining this enrichment pro-
gram, please contact Mrs. Stelzer at mstelzer@
johnknoxbc.org.

 After School Care (on-campus) 
with Graham Montessori
All parents interested in after school care are 
encouraged to contact: 778.397.0191 or graham-
montessori@gmail.com .Also, if you need care 
on Professional Days, please contact the Graham 
Montessori School. 

After School Choir Club- Thursdays
Please contact Ms. Apple Chau at 778-709-8989 
for more information or pick up a registration 
form from the Community Board. 

After School Strings Class 
- Thursdays

Please contact Ms. Apple Chau at 778-709-8989 
for more information or pick up a registration 
form from the Community Board. 



Carver Corner Calendar
Carver - 10 Years!

We launched our tenth year at Carver with something brand new: 
ENCOUNTER DAYS!

On the first Encounter Day, each grade headed out to experience an 
outdoor activity where they would encounter the Creation, the Cre-
ator, each other and their own limitations. Most students had never 
had these experiences of wakeboarding, kayaking, sailing, canoeing and 
white water rafting. Each required some courage and cooperation and 
all enabled students to connect with one another. Our second Encoun-
ter Day consisted of mixed-grade group activities where students were 
challenged to work together to solve a variety of problems. One of 
the great traits of the Carver community is the multigrade friendships 
our students normally experience. The activities were followed by 
lunch and a wrap-up session in the gym with a speaker whose message 
challenged our students to look out for each other and to rely on the 
goodness of God in daily life. Check out Carver’s bulletin board in the 
lobby or the Carver Facebook site for more photos.

John Knox Christian sChool

8260 13th Avenue, Burnaby, BC  V3n 2G5 • Phone: 604.522.1410
Office Email: admin@JohnKnoxbC.orG   Development Email: deVeloPment@JohnKnoxbC.orG
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September
11 Thursday Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 7:30 pm

15 Monday Grade 7 to Dog Mountain

16 Tuesday Individual Picture Day

18 Thursday New Parent Orientation 7:00 pm

19 Friday Grade 6 to Grouse Grind

25 Thursday Back to School BBQ and Meet the Teacher!

26 Friday Grade 7 to Camp Jubilee

October
01 Wednesday Grade 6 Immunizations  - 1st dose

09 Thursday Teachers’ Convention - No School

10 Friday Teachers’ Convention - No School

13 Monday Thanksgiving Day - No School

15 Wednesday Grade 7 Young Actors Project

16 Thursday Grade 7 Young Actors Project

17 Friday Kindergarten students to Pumpkin Farm
Grade 5 Science World

23 Thursday Open House!
Individual Photo Re-Take Day

November 
10 Monday Professional Day for Teachers - No School

11 Tuesday Remembrance Day

December
Dec. 22 - Jan 2 Christmas Break - No School 

February
09 Monday Family Day

27 Friday Professional Day for Teachers - No School 

March
Mar 16 - Mar. 27 Spring Break - No School

April 
03 Friday Good Friday - No School

06 Monday Easter Monday - No School

14 Tuesday Class Photo Day

29 Wednesday Grade 6 Vaccinations  - 2nd dose



 

ENTER THIS WAY 

ONLY 

Dear JKCS Parents, 
 

In effort to provide the safest and most efficient process for dropping off your 
children in the morning, we ask you to please approach school grounds from the 

West, and exit to the East. This will eliminate confusion, and minimize congestion. 
 

Thank-you for you patience and cooperation! 

East West 

EXIT THIS WAY 

ONLY 


